LETTER   LXIV.

January isth, 1787.

1 BELIEVE I have at length discovered what the Emperor
was hatching here. He has, sans circumlocution, pro-
posed to suffer Prussia to appropriate the remainder
of Poland to itself, provided he might act in like manner
by Bavaria. Fortunately, the bait was too gross. It was
perceived he offered the gift of a country which he had
not the power to bestow, and the invasion of which would
be opposed by Russia, that he might, without impediment,
seize on another which had been refused him, and of
which, if once acquired, he never after could have been
robbed. Your Ambassador, probably, has discovered this
long before me, from whom you will have learned the cir-
cumstances. To him the discovery has been an affair of
no difficulty; for confidence is easily placed, in politics,
when it is determined that the proposal shall be rejected;
besides that it is a prodigious step in advance to have
the right of conferring with Ministers, from whom that
may be divined which is not asked. For my own part,
I can only inform you intrigues and machinations are
carried on, and the very moment I discover more, I shall
consider it as my duty to send you intelligence. But I do
not suppose I can give you any new information of this
kind. I have only promised to supply you with the cur-
rent news of the Court and the country. The rest is out
of my sphere. I want the necessary means effectually to
arrive at the truth. God grant it never should enter the
head of the Emperor to allure the King of Prussia more
adroitly, and to say to him, <c Suffer me to take Bavaria,
and I will suffer you to seize on Saxony; by which you
acquire the finest country in Germany, a formidable
frontier, and near two millions of subjects; and by which,
in a word, you will extend, round, and consolidate your
dominions. Neither shall we have any great difficulties
to combat. All of them may be obviated by making the
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